ARIZONA BOSTON TERRIER RESCUE
Agreement and Guidelines for Foster Families

Thank you for assisting Arizona Boston Terrier Rescue (AZBTR) by volunteering to foster Boston Terriers that are awaiting placement in permanent homes.  This document sets out guidelines for the foster family and the terms under which you have agreed to foster Boston Terriers for AZBTR.

Your Responsibilities as a Foster Family

· As a foster family, you will provide temporary care and housing for a Boston Terrier that has been surrendered to AZBTR while the rescue committee looks for its permanent home. You may provide basic house training or basic obedience training, depending on the Boston’s needs.

· You must keep the Boston identified with the AZBTR Rescue phone number at all times. AZBTR will provide a tag for this purpose.

· You will be asked to provide complete information on the Boston’s behavior and temperament, based on your observations of the dog in your home.

· You may be asked to make arrangements and transport the Boston to medical appointments.

· You may be asked to evaluate potential homes, to conduct home visits, or to deliver the Boston to its new home. However, final decisions regarding the placement of AZBTR Bostons will be made by the Chairperson and Co-Chairperson of the Rescue Committee.

While our goal is to help homeless Boston Terriers, it is our duty to protect our own families and animals first and foremost. Therefore, we recommend that you:

Health

· Maintain the vaccinations of your own pets against all diseases recommended by your veterinarian.

· Consider keeping the animal you are fostering separate from your own animals until you are certain the foster animal is healthy. Check for signs of abnormal behavior that may be a sign of disease.

· Provide separate food and water bowls for the foster animal and your own animals. Clean up and dispose of the foster animal’s feces immediately.

Behavior

· Assume the foster animal is not house trained, or will need to be house trained anew when he/she is introduced to a new environment.

· Introduce the foster animals to your own animals one at a time.

· Introduce the foster animal to the people, especially children, in your household with great care. We cannot predict how he/she will behave. This animal is new to us and is in a strange environment. With both animals and people, even if the animal was known to behave in one way in his/her previous home, dogs can be unpredictable in new environments.

· Do not leave the foster animal unattended with your animals for even a few minutes. Even if he/she seems to be friendly in your presence, something could go wrong if the animals are left alone. They must be supervised to ensure that your animals are not injured.

· Consider crating the foster animal when you are not at home. Dogs can be destructive to property and, again, we do not know how this one will behave.

Foster families must abide by the following AZBTR policies:

Medical Needs and Expense Reimbursement

· AZBTR provides appropriate vaccinations, sterilization and a health check to all Bostons before placement. We may ask for your help facilitating these services, if necessary, but they must be obtained at clinics approved in advance by AZBTR.

· All expenses must be approved in advance by the rescue chairperson. Any medical or other expenses incurred by the foster family without prior approval are undertaken at the foster family’s cost and will not be reimbursed.

· Medical expenses may be paid directly by the rescue chairperson, or by the foster family, depending on the circumstances. If paid by the foster family, receipts must be submitted for reimbursement to the rescue chairperson within 10 days of the expense. Receipts received more than 10 days after the expense is incurred will not be eligible for reimbursement.

· AZBTR does not reimburse for mileage.

· AZBTR does not reimburse for the cost of food. Foster families will be given the choice, in writing, of having AZBTR provide food at the time a foster assignment is made. You may choose to provide food of your choice at your own expense.

· AZBTR does not reimburse for the cost of leashes, collars, harnesses, crates, dishes, or other supplies. AZBTR will provide these items for the fostered dog, or the foster family may choose to provide them at its own expense. 

Ownership of Animal

· Any Boston Terrier you agree to foster is the property of AZBTR. The Boston must be returned to a AZBTR representative upon request.

I understand and agree to follow the recommendations and policies above. I agree to indemnify and hold harmless the Arizona Boston Terrier Rescue, its Rescue Committee, officers, directors, and members in all matters pertaining to the Boston(s) I foster. 

_____________________________________________________________________

Signature of Foster Family and Date

Name:______________________________________  Phone:_________________ Email:_____________________

Address:_____________________________________________________________

State and Zip:_________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

For AZBTR
